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UNION GROVE LION BAND
       PO Box 1447, Gladewater, TX 75647     
Phone:  (903) 845-5506 Ext. 330   

       Directors:  Brandon Garmon, Andy Thompson
Website: www.ugisd.org 
                                         Email: garmonb@ugisd.org

   thompsonb@ugisd.org
November 14, 2018
South Zone Directors,

We are pleased to once again host the ATSSB Region 4 South Zone Middle School All-Region Band tryouts at Union Grove High School.  This letter is to give you some information about the campus & tryouts on November 30 that will hopefully make this a positive experience for everyone involved.  

IMPORTANT: Due to a basketball tournament & Junior High OAP Competition that will be ongoing during our tryouts, please try to park on our practice lot which is located in the parking lot behind the home side football stands.  Please park as close as you can to the football field.  See map attached to this letter. 

Remember our new early start time for auditions this year!  
Please plan to arrive on our campus at 12:30.  We will have a brief directors/judges meeting in the library starting at 1 pm.  
Auditions should begin in each room by 1:30. If you get food prior to auditions, please take that with you to your audition rooms to enable us to get started in a timely manner. Students will have the selected music cuts as chosen by the Region Coordinator prior to the day of auditions. This should enable us to get our auditions started quicker.  Please have your students mark these cuts prior to arriving on campus the day of auditions. 
Please help us monitor the students on Friday.  We are glad to provide our facilities, but we do not have the staff to watch everyone’s students.  Each school needs to bring a chaperone so that we are not leaving a large number of middle school students unattended while we are all tied up judging.  These chaperones will be needed mainly in the BH, cafeteria, and breezeway between the two buildings.  
The band hall will serve as the brass/percussion warm-up room.  The cafeteria will be our woodwind warm-up room this year.  A concession stand will also be set up in the cafeteria which is located down the hallway from the band hall in the same building. 
Our band boosters will have a hospitality room set up with food and drinks for all directors.  This will be in the Culinary Arts room which is located down the hall from our band hall.  All of the audition rooms will be located in the main academic building which is just across the breezeway area from the gym and band hall.  The contest office will be in the computer lab (B1) which is in the middle hall of the academic building.  
UG will provide a set of timpani and a marimba in the percussion room.  You may bring your own percussion equipment if you would like.  Please have all students bring their own snare drum, sticks, and mallets.  

In an effort to keep the noise level down, we want to keep the hallways clear in the main building unless a student is waiting outside a room to audition.  The breezeway or cafeteria are all better places for them to “hang out” before and after they audition.  Results will be posted on the walls outside the cafeteria. 
SHARE WITH YOUR STUDENTS:  We will have a brief STUDENT MEETING in the Breezeway at 1:10 on Friday afternoon.  Please pass this information along to your students so that they don’t miss any information prior to auditions.  
As always, we want to ensure that everyone has a good audition experience and the correct students are selected for the all-region band. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.
MEALS

Our band boosters have meal options available for your students if you would like to take care of your students’ food needs in advance.  There is a Pizza Meal (two slices of cheese or pepperoni pizza, chips, and a drink), a Cheeseburger Meal (cheeseburger, chips, and a drink) or a Hot Dog Meal (2 Hot Dogs, Chips, and a Drink).  All of these meal options are $7 each.  Please email the amount of each meal that you would like, and I will have vouchers ready for you Friday afternoon.  We can also send you an invoice to give to your business office if needed.  

Students will present these vouchers at the concession stand to receive their food.  All orders must be received by 4 PM on Wednesday, Nov. 28 in order for our band boosters to have enough time to make preparations. Please bring your meal payment with you to the judges meeting on Friday, November 30.
Let me know if you have any questions.  See you all soon! 
Brandon
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